5305 Erm30500d)

obAGool Y260, Bsorwydol s Braborsggcrol bsbyerdpoge
296039660 gA0L 60302 896396083000 0bLBHOAIBHOU

9062wz ools s beagomermgon®o 33009300 8569mR0¢m9800
berddemz569e0/7360200 Jg360960 00565036H0d90r0
https.//orcid.org/0000-0001-6163-5876

Tamila Lomtatidze

PhD in History, Senior Researcher,

Head of the Department of Ethnology and
Sociological Research, Niko Berdzenishvili Institute,

Batumi Shota Rustaveli State University
https.//orcid. org/0000-0001-6163-5876

bgeg5B5mM0L 3Mbogo3seo@gE ol dmbsbergmdols bveogho 3w EGHOs

SPIRITUAL CULTURE OF THE POPULATION OF KHELVACHAURI MUNICIPALITY

3BLEGHM3JHO - bgangzshsm@mol 39603035 0F B0 JON—JOO FITMOBYMO Mgombos Moz30l0
3IQOYO0MS 5 HOIROEOYOOD. 5] ©RJIRYS JMfgwo GMIROEOYWO LYogHo FNWHYMOL
3059600 8608369wmzs60 gargdgb@o: Mfogbs-Fomdmagbgdo, Bsy0mM-MHgw0a0vIHo HOGEHYISGO0 O
QO9LILHOGd0, HMIGOOE IFOPOHMP SMOL S35300M9dE0 boErbol MO YNGSLMD.

bg35BsmMoL 31b0 30350 @0 9Mbo3mmo GMS0E0JO0L LOWMTOMS s IMZ¢GBIMM3bgdOM
bolosmgds. o 905853 gM05HO  JMEEGHMOEo  399330MJMds  HoMdmepgbowos Moo
3033wgdbol Lobom. dslido  M9655MLYOMBL  b3s@slbgs  Mgwogools s g3dmgdol  sbsIMY3900.
DYoo, LMogHo 3MwGHNMs sbobogl s 0bsbogl J3ggbols 3bmgcgdsdo dodobsty gzgws
(330 gdsL. bgergsBom®ol Imbobergmdol bLryErog® 3 EHWOsHYE S50Lbs 93 TbSMOL OLEHMOMOIEXO
dbgdgmdom  sdmfi3gMwo  ymxzol  GOMmBLEMmOmTs30s.  fgb-B39vangdgdl  eblsgm®gdem
LoEMEbEOLBM0BMIL 5603gds ol, BMA omTo 1s329699d0L FobdogEmdsdo, sbowo Bz939d0L
39P9bsLbb gHmo, fobs 93mdgdol GHEMso0gdoE d9bs@bmbs.

XVI  Lomzmbgdg bgengebom®o, olg3g Omgm®a dogeo 5356, oym  LoJo®mnzgeml
9306m30396M5© ©5 3NWEGHYIOMOE [0obsMHYdMwo TboMy, gO0sbo JsMmmwo mMBoBIoL
3°699mz39wo bsfowro s 0Mbgdm0305, 0139 OMAMEOE BIMOBIBO LodsMMZIWM, SEPOWMOMO30
0bobegmdsg  8330EI 0393 JOOLAE0BM  Lo®fdmbmgdsl. o0  ©HIgbol  Loggwydzgerbg
300050EYOMEs 59 IbsMgdo J3bmzMmgdo dmlsbgmdols 93mbmdoz o Herol sagad3s, Mmxsby®o ©s
L3050 3BM3MYOS, L¥I0IMO 39 EVIMS, Bog®5d MLTseErgmol LoAbo)3vbM3568s IToOH M3 MdSD
(XVI L. 60-0560 §ff. - 1878 {5.) 0530L0 335000 OGH™MZS LwI0ge 3MYEHMMsHYE. 98 LEMOMOwMWds
396039309035 25653060Hmds bgenzsbsmOl Imbobegmdol bvmewogh 3MmEwemsdo Lsdo Ggaoyools
56586939000 (F0bsgMmolEH0sbwE0, JHolE0sbmwo s 35305056M0) SMIGOMDS. 5T5L 98B Jds 0bog,
™3 39960(3035¢00EgEHOLMZOL EFobILOSMYdG0s FMLBIbEgMdOL JMb03OHO FM35wxRgMHM3BIdS. o
3b™3OHMdIb wsbgdo (LoMxgo), IM3sx0M s5BbsbBMs FMsIMTs3wgd0 s MYMHJdoLYsd g3bowo
09Mdbgd0. 59 yz9wsxngmds A9bs3oMMds o, MMI bgwgshom®mols dmbsbergmdols LyerogMo JMEEHMs
Lob3M9EBHM0 BMOTom BsTMYs0dOS.

1553356dm  LOGHY3gd0:  9MBOFGHIM0SMO  3NWHNMS;  BEOO(30900;  ToR0E-MY0YO0IM0
H0@5gd0; HIWoQ0MM0 I35 RBYOHM369ds.


https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6163-5876
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6163-5876

Abstract - Khelvachauri municipality is one of the distinctive regions with its culture and traditions. A
number of important elements of the traditional spiritual culture have been preserved here: beliefs, magical-
religious rituals and celebrations, which are closely related to the traditional life of the people.

Khelvachauri Municipality is characterized by the depth and diversity of ethnic traditions. Here the
intangible cultural heritage is presented as a complex. It coexists with sections of different religions and
eras, ranging from archaic times to modern-day innovations. The special vitality of the customs was that
over the centuries, with the emergence of new habits, the traditions of previous eras were preserved.

Until the 16th century, Khelvachauri, as well as the whole of Ajara, was an economically and culturally
advanced region of Georgia. It was an integral part of the united Georgian organism and, naturally, like the
rest of Georgia, the local population stood for a strong Christian faith. Naturally, the planning of the
economic year of the population living in this area, family and social life developed on the basis of this
belief, but the three-century Ottoman rule (1560s - 1878) left its mark on the mentality of the locals.

The vicissitudes of this history have led to the survival of three religions: pre-Christian, Christian and
Muslim. Added to this is the fact that the population of the municipality is also characterized by ethnic
diversity. Laz (Sarpi), Muhajir Abkhazians and their descendants as well as Greeks expelled from the Turks
cohabit here. All this led to the fact that the spiritual culture of the population of Khelvachauri was formed
in a syncretic form.

Key words: Intangible culture; traditions; magical-religious rituals; religious diversity.
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